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INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 NEA-10 ISO-00 CAB-09 CIAE-00 COME-00 

DODE-00 DOTE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 H-03 L-03 PA-04 

USIA-15 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 NSC-07 DRC-01 /124W 

010688 

R291115ZMAR74 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7907 
INFO FAA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS PARIS 7759 

BRUSSELS FOR FAA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:ETRN, FR 

SUBJECT: CIVAIR: TURKISH AIRLINES CRASH 

1. LE EIGARO OF MARCH 28 REPORTS RENE LEMAIRE, HEAD 
OF GOF TEAM INVESTIGATING CRASH OF TURKISH AIRLINES' 
DC- 10, AS TAKING EXCEPTION TO REMARKS BEEORE 
SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE BY MILLER OE NTSB SUGGESTING 
THAT IMPROPER CLOSING OF DC-10 DOOR BY "ILLITERATE" 
EMPLOYEE AT ORLY COULD HAVE BEEN AT ORIGIN OF 
CRASH. LEMAIRE IS QUOTED AS FOLLOWS: " IT IS 
PREMATURE TO SAY THE LEAST TO LAY THE BLAME FOR 
THE ERMENONVILLE CATASTROPHE ON THE BUNGLING OF 
AN ORLY EMPLOYEE. WE HAVE NOT YET COMPLETED OUR 
INVESTIGATION. AT THE PRESENT TIME, A DEFICIENCY 

IN THE BAGGAGE DOOR MECHANISM IS CONSIDERED TO 
BE THE CAUSE OE THE ACCIDENT, BUT THERE IS NO 
BASIS IN ADDITION EOR PLACING BLAME ON A HUMAN 
FAILING." 

2. LE EIGARO ADDS THAT REPORTS OF THE MILLER 
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CIRCLES AT ORLY. IT IS POINTED OUT THAT WHITE 
THE PARIS AIRPORT AUTHORITY IS RESPONSIBEE EOR 
SUPPORT OPERATIONS ON THE GROUND, THIS IS SUB- 
CONTRACTED OUT TO A SPECIALIZED EIRM, SAMOR. THE 
EMPLOYEE WHO CLOSED THE BAGGAGE DOOR ON THE 
TURKISH AIRLINES DC- 10 ON MARCH 3 HAD BEEN ON THE 
JOB FOR SIX YEARS, HAD PEREORMED SATISEACTORILY 
AND WAS FAMILIAR WITH DOOR CLOSING MECHANISMS. 
NOTED LE EIGARO , WHICH THEN ADDS: "THE EACT THAT 
INSTRUCTIONS ON THE DOOR OF THE DC- 10 ARE PRINTED 
IN ENGLISH MEANS THAT WHETHER OR NOT ONE COULD 
READ ERENCH WAS OE NO UTILITY IN THIS CASE." 
(COMMENT: AVIATION WEEK CORRESPONDENT INFORMS US 
HE UNDERSTANDS THAT EMPLOYEE WHO CEOSED DC- 10 
DOOR WAS "ARAB," I.E., PRESUMABLY ALGERIAN OR 
MOROCCAN EOREIGN LABOR.) 
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